
ROCHDALE BOROUGH COUNCIL

TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE CHAIR’S REPORT TO THE COUNCIL

REPORT OF THE CHAIR OF THE MIDDLETON TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE TO THE 
MEETING OF THE COUNCIL ON WEDNESDAY, 29th MARCH 2017

Thank you Mr Mayor for the opportunity to report to the Council the latest 
developments on various matters relating to the Middleton Township.

We have held the following Township Committees, sub-committees and 
working parties in the last cycle:

1. Township Committee

Middleton Township Committee Meeting took place twice during this quarter; on 
Thursday 12th January 2017, and again on Thursday 23rd March 2017   

At the January meeting, Members firstly observed a minute silence in respect of 
Lance Corporal Scott Hetherington, of 2nd Battalion, The Duke of Lancaster’s 
Regiment, who was killed in Iraq on Monday 2nd January 2017.  

Members received a number of questions, from around 12 members of the public, 
during the open forum, including an update regarding the ‘Middleton In Bloom’ 
project, the temporary alternation to the No. 18 bus service, issues around vehicles 
speeding and HGV’s on Stanycliffe Lane, a request for the Council Leader to 
provide an update for the GMSF, concerns about the start time of meetings, 
questions relating to the HLF (Heritage Lottery Fund), Jubilee Park retaining wall 
and concerns regarding indiscriminate parking on Manchester New Road/ Hall 
Drive.  

Due to the timing of this report deadline, the 23rd of March meeting had not yet 
taken place, but the following items were expected;  

The Committee will approve minutes from previous meetings of Middleton 
Township Committee.  

Members will also receive the following reports; the Proposed Introduction of a 
Residents Parking Zone in the Mill Fold Road area in East Middleton and Township 
Environmental Improvement schemes for 2017/18.  

And at the meeting in March, Members will receive the following presentations; 
 GMSF Presentation from the Leader
 Homeshare
 Citizens Contracts presentation from GMP 
 Status4All

There were a number of questions received during the open forum, and Members 
received the following reports; Langley S.106 arrangements, Highways Programme 
2017/18 and Township Plan 2017/19.  



2. Township Sub-Committees and Working Parties

The cycle of sub-committees which took place in this quarter, and some of the 
issues raised are detailed below:

Regeneration

The Middleton Regeneration Group, met twice during this quarter discussed a 
number of issues such as improvements to the Middleton Triangle Public Realm, 
THI Update, Warwick Mill and Tonge Hall.

Middleton Environment & Culture Forum

The Middleton Environment and Culture Forum meeting took place once during this 
quarter; on Tuesday 24th January 2017, and Members received an update 
regarding Middleton Arena from the Chief Executive of Link4Life, Gillian Bishop, 
addition to a discussion regarding the Middleton In Bloom entry for 2017, updates 
from Middleton Clean & Green Team and other ongoing work.  Thanks were noted 
for the continuous hard work the Middleton Groups continue to make to the 
environmental area.  

Devolved Funding and Services

The Middleton Devolved Funding & Services sub-committee took place once 
during this quarter, on Wednesday 8th March.  The meeting in considered a number 
of applications, which resulted in £58,188.44 being allocated to schemes and 
projects in Middleton

PACT Meetings (Police and Community Together) held this quarter;

East – Thursday 2nd March 2017
South –  Monday 6th March 2017
West – Wednesday 1st March 2017
North – Thursday 16th February 2017 
Hopwood Hall – is scheduled to take place on Thursday 30th March 2017.  

Events

Great British Spring Clean

      



The ‘Great British Spring Clean’ took place on Saturday 4th March 2017, this is a 
national event, and was utilised as a launch for the Middleton Township In Bloom 
entry.  This is the first year that Middleton have chosen to take part. Work is 
ongoing with all sectors of the community to ensure that the 1st entry for Middleton 
is excellent.  A special mention must be made to Youth Services Team (Jill Amos & 
Diane Higgins), who are leading on this here in Middleton and all the volunteers.  

The Mystery History Tour 

       

The Mystery History Tour started at the Ye Olde Boars Head on Long Street, 
where a short history of this ancient pub was given to the assembled people.  Two 
sessions ran at 6pm and 8pm and saw some 72 people in attendance over the two 
walks.

Families were led by The Scary ex-Mayor around many historic venues in 
Middleton, Including the Ring O’Bells Pub where the Scary ex-Mayor took 
everyone upstairs to the pub’s supposedly haunted butterfly room before 
continuing to the graveyard of St Leonards Church to hear stories about some 
historic residents of the graveyard, including Sam Bamford who died in 1872. The 
tour lasted an hour and families on the walk returned to the Ye Olde Boars Head 
where they enjoyed a Pie and Pea supper.

Quotes from the attendees were as follows; 
‘’Great evening for the family, never knew there was so much history in Middleton’’
‘’Well thought out walk with great entertainment from the Scary ex-Mayor, can't wait 
for the next one to be organised’’.
‘’Really enjoyed the walk and the food, good entertainment for the family on a 
Friday evening and great price too’’.

Thanks go to Middleton Town Centre Management Team for organising the events.  

Good News

Middleton In Bloom 

As mentioned above, Middleton is proud to be entering its first year as part of the 
national ‘In Bloom’ programme.  There are a lot of schemes and work is ongoing to 
ensure that Middleton achieves the best award for its first year entry.  Special 
thanks must go to volunteers from Rochdale and Heywood who are providing 
support and guidance for the Middleton entry.  



Middleton Triangle Public Realm & THI 

  
Before Picture                                       After Picture 

Middleton has undergone an amazing transformation, alongside the THI work.  
Middleton Triangle has had a ‘much needed’ facelift and this project supported our 
fantastic independent retailers, many of whom have noticed the big difference the 
work has made.  It’s also played a vital role, alongside our Townscape Heritage 
Initiative, in protecting Middleton’s fantastic heritage buildings.  

Middleton Public Realm/ Long Street Improvement Works 

Works are still continuing, but completion is on the horizon! 

Unfortunately the completion of the Jubilee Park Wall has been delayed as the 
stone was the wrong design, and it will be redesigned as soon as possible, once 
this is done the railing will then be installed.  

Middleton Police, Community Safety & Members Briefing 

During this quarter Township Members also had a meeting with the Middleton 
Police Inspector, Sergeants from Middleton and the Community Safety Officer, 
where various topics were covered.  We were also informed of the development of 
the first Citizen’s Contract, which will outline what GMP will do and what they need 
to do to make Greater Manchester even safer.  This will be presented at Middleton 
Township Committee on 23rd March.  Police were thanked by Members for their 
ongoing vigilance.  

Highways Champion 

A meeting of the Highway Champions took place on 13th March 2017.  This is my 
second meeting as the Highways Champion for Middleton Township.  Various 
topics were covered including; 

 Balfour Beatty Updates
 Winter Service
 Bridges & Structures Update 
 The 2016-2018 programme for Highways Maintenance etc.  



Meetings Attended (other than Council/ Township)

In my capacity as Chair of Middleton Township I have attended the following; 
 THI Board Meeting on 1st February 2017
 Launch of Middleton in Bloom on 6th February 2017
 Friends of Boarshaw Cemetery on 13th February 2017
 Friends of Jubilee Park on 20th February 2017
 Middleton Town Team on 28th February 2017
 Friends of Wince Brook on 28th February 2017

Councillor June West 
Middleton Township Chair

Thank you Mr. Mayor, I will be pleased to answer any questions from Members of 
the Council about these or any other matter relating to the Middleton Township 
Committee.


